Stable human immunodeficiency virus encephalopathy in two infants receiving early intravenous gammaglobulin plus antimicrobial prophylaxis.
Two infants with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection, encephalopathy, intrathecal anti-HIV IgG antibody production and (in one case) the presence of HIV antigen received monthly doses of intravenous gammaglobulin (IVGG) and daily antimicrobial prophylaxis starting at the ages of 6 and 9 months respectively. The follow-up over 15 and 12 months revealed a favourable course with remarkable improvement in visuo-spatial functions, receptive language, play behaviour and fine motor skills, as well as in muscle tone, pyramidal tract signs and vigilance in case 1, and near normalization in case 2. Viability of HIV in peripheral blood mononuclear cells, antigen in serum and cellular immunodeficiency, however, all remained unchanged. We suggest that neurological complications of encephalopathy in paediatric acquired immunodeficiency syndrome may have a slower progression when IVGG treatment plus antimicrobial prophylaxis is started early.